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Question 1
While conducting a phase 1 ESA, an environmental consultant looks for visual evidence of actual or potential contamination of the property. The searches relate to the past use of the property to determine what the lands and the neighboring lands were used for, and if there is a possibility of a contamination. Depending on the property type such as an abandoned gas station or a dry cleaner, the consultant assesses the historical property uses of how they might have impacted the groundwater, environment or soil and if it could pose a threat to human health or the environment. 
For an abandoned gas station, vehicle repair shops, or a service station some of the things to look out for are above-ground storage tanks, hydraulic lifts, floor drains and sumps, oil/water separator, septic areas, machine areas, painting areas, and chemical storage or disposal areas. The signs of such evidence in a property will be accounted, if present, removed, or appropriate tests on soil done in the presence of appropriate regulatory authority (JFM Environmental, 2016). If the property had dry cleaner services some of the areas to look into during assessment would include evidence of spills, staining signs, operation practices and violations. The environmental consultant will also evaluate the fire department records, state environmental agencies, local health department and the federal EPA to determine if there were chemical spills or fire reported on the property or on in the neighboring properties. 


Question 2
Aerial maps, fire insurance maps, and street directories are used in establishing the historical site usage and its surrounding area. When preparing a report on property, they are used as tools of reference. The aerial photographs are used to provide a visual chronological history of activities that may have happened on the site at a large scale (Alberta Environment, 2002). The aerial photographs are essential especially when a company file is incomplete or does not exist. They are a useful information source in determining where onsite tanks were, in cases of spills that occurred or where a sump or flare pit was situated. These could give valuable information during phase 1 ESA site visit. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The street directories have an inclusive list of all known residents of each street address for a certain range. Hence, they are used for reviewing addresses that includes adjoining properties and subject properties. These can aid the environmental consultant in making a clear picture of the existing and previously located businesses. The fire insurance maps are used often by environmental consultants as they show intricate details of buildings, streets and properties hence are the best sources of historical information of such existing premises (Alberta Environment, 2002). 
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